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ABOUT THE PROJECT: WHO WE ARE L'L'F E 'u the European Union

We are an BEU LIFE integrated project (2022-2028).

_IFE programmes are how the BEU funds environment

and climate action.

Asan |P, our work is directly connected to Ireland's

River Basin Management Plan.
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ABOUT THE PROJECT: WHAT WE DO vIEE | -4 4
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« We pilot water guality measures with landowners
o \We test how effective the measures are

o« \We help communities understand water guality

Qur work supports LAWPRO's Blue Dot Prograrmme.
Blue dots are water bodies with Nigh status or an oopjective

t@ gaim h\gh Statug by 2@27(about10% of river water bodies)
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Demonstration Sup-Catchments

Avonmore Wicklow
Graney Clare / Galway

'slands Roscommon / Galway _ Avonmore

AW Deg Cor

Awbeg
(Kilbrin)

Shournagh  Cor

S 12T (Contro f) K@(ry
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ABOUT THE PROJECT: THE WATER FRAMEW ORK DIRECTIVE TIUEIE | 2" | the European union

The Water Framework Directive St
S alegal commitment to
Water Framework Directive

orotect and restore water Tt vy owicis el

bodies across BEurope.

The status of all water bodies
Must be good or better by
2027
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ABOUT THE PROJECT: WATER QUALITY STATUS

The River Basin Management Plan is Ireland's plan to

Mmeet our legal commitments under the Water Framework

directive.

VWe must:

 Protect 'good’ status water bodies and all ‘high' status

water bodies

!

 Restore all bad and = moderate  water guality to

at least 'good
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ABOUT THE PROJECT: WATER QUALITY STATUS LIUFE “ the European Union

What is Water Quality Status™

Ccological and chemical status tells us if the water is clean

and the NapItat 1S NealtNY. i i i i o b e

European Union Water Framework Directive

River water quality in Ireland 2018 to 2021 (Source: EPA)

/

32% 18% ‘ 0%
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ABOUT THE PROJECT: WATER QUALITY STATUS Waters of [[:g: | cotundedty

How do water bodies get their status?

The EPA gives status based on:

What plants and animals can live in
the water?

How much nutrients and harmful
chemicals are in the water?

What is the form, flow and function
of the water and channel?

Biology:

Water Quality:

Hydromorphology:
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ABOUT THE PROJECT: WANT TO KNOW MORE? LIVFE “ the European Union

Would you like to know more”

Come to a community science event

’
-----

—Xperience:

Your local river's ecology

Link between ecology & water guality
How we test water quality

Say yes on the attendance sheet.
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We need clean water to survive

« High water guality needs less

treatment to make it drinkable

» Ireland's natural environment is special S EEE—
* [t needs healthy rivers to survive.

« High status waters have a unigue

olodiversity .
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« £20m Is total funding for entire project

« Much of figure is contribution In Kind .
Practical

Implementation

o About €9,000 0000 ring fenced for
oractical works including the pilot agri-
environment prograrmme across the 5
demonstration catchments
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Waters of LIEE ACRES CP Farming For Water = Better Farming For

EU Funded

CAP Funded

Results Based

Pilot Scheme

Commonage

Double payment

Voluntary




HOW WE WORK: PROJECT PARTNERS
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Where land

directly wit

V=0 | the European Union

and facilities are publicly managed, we wWork

N our project partners and other public bodies

on relevant measures. Our national project partners:

COILLTE

Oifig na r
o Pw aOnbreacha Posbli
Office of Public Works

o

A

Forest Service

{7 & I Bia agus Mara

Local Authority #

" b An Roinn Tithiochta,
L) YT TS oS Rialtais Aitiuil agus Oidhreachta
N NP ey, - Department of Housing

Local Government and Heritage

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,

Department of Agriculture
Food and the Marine

cca‘gosc

Acricurrure ano Fooo DeveLormest Avrsoriry
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HOW WE WORK: LANDOW NERS TTUEE | 2477 | the European
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~or landowners, our project features an environmental
orogramme to support farmers and private foresters.

This includes a pilot results based payment programme for

water guality measures. The programme is entirely
voluntary.

We also provide free advice and guidance to non-farming
landowners,



- ey

3 AN ANAL TR - diers or '+ | Co-funded b

N A = :ﬂs_t 3 -w"/’/ﬂ
—Or communities, we 'S Ol N

engage with:

o Public Meetings

o [Nnformation events
e COMmMunNIty Sclence events

e School VisIts

lf/

« Local interest groups l—-'b\

August 2024 — Drop-In Consultations. Attendance: 15

—
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HOW WE WORK: GETTING RESULTS L'EF E | 7.7 | the European Union

The RESTORE Project is a sister project to | Y e )O

Nndependently detect change and assess
effectiveness of measures:
o« Approach customised for Shournagn

. ore monitoring points and more data

« Monitoring points installed to assess

specific measures.




HOW WE WORK: LEADING TO CHANGE

EUROPE: CAP Strategic Plan g 2o

 "[he guality of water bodies will be improved throughn
Multiple iInterventions’
« We will feed into CAP 2028 by piloting work with

andowners that can make a difference.

RELAND: River Basin Management Plan
o Directreport to the Water Advisory Unit of DHLGH
» Projectintegrated into RBMP plan delivery
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| worked in water treatment for 30 years. [t's a hard thing
Lo keep on top of. Anything can go wrong at any time.’

“You could walk across the Shournagh in sandles during the
summer and you wouldn't get your feet wet.”

"The amount of rubbish in the river — it needs to be cleaned
out padly.”

tl

-y tipping Is an issue.”

il

L 0sinNg that connection with the river means losing respect
for the river. We need to get It back. ”
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DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE CATCHMENT LIVIEIE | :4% | the European union

“We want to stay farming and the regulations aren't

working. We're nearly bigger fools for telling the truth.”
Ifwe're doing it wrong, we'll fix it.”

"The biggest change is that farming to calendar doesn't

WOork anymaore.”

“Work with tellas. See what works, what doesn't work and

tell us.”
e e
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DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE CATCHMENT LIVIEIE | :4% | the European union

“Theresslime on the riverbed from March onwards.”
“There's discharge occurring regardless of the weather.”
‘I'mm doing a lot already but I'm not seeing a big difference.”
“You won't get perfection.”

“We want to know what do to, but we're not sure wnere to

1

go.
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DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE CATCHMENT LIVIEIE | :4% | the European union

“Theriver is supposed to pe very cleanisntit? | read in

the paper it was the cleanest river in North Cork. "

The Shournagh is one of a numper of high status opbjective rivers in
North Cork, which means it should e able to achieve high status.

Unfortunately only one part of the river is currently achieving nNigh
status and it looks like it is deteriorating.

Excessive nitrogen and phospnorus are the main problems.
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DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE CATCHMENT LEE | 245 | the European

the European Union

“What will you pe assessing in the yards?’

The project team will not be assessing yards.

The farmer's advisor will be looking at runoff in and around yards and
will be offering advice to farmers.

But we want to stressed we have Nno role in compliance inspections or
enforcement or regulations.
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DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE CATCHMENT LIVIEIE | :4% | the European union

“What are the results of the sampling?”

The sample results for the Shournagh show that nitrate levels are
elevated throughout the entire catchment.

Phosphorus levels are elevated everywhere except the head waters in
the Rathcoola_010 waterpbody.




R e A S, Watersof [ .*-."| co-funded b
DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID AROUT THE CATCHMENT TEE | 4°: o-incac by
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“What can the project do for landowners on the river

Whno aren't farming~ | have a quarter of a mile on botn

panks.”

A river side plot like this could be perfect for the Native Tree Areg 2
Scheme under the New Forestry Programme,

Thisscheme aims to create riparian woodland which is a great
measure for protecting and enhancing rivers.

Cenerous grant aid and premiums are available for 10yrs.

The project can assist with accessing such funding.
e e
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DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE CATCHMENT LIVIEIE | :4% | the European union

It you're monitoring we'd like to chat to you about It.
Why didn't anyone knock on my door to ask me about

sampling™?’

The sampling for the local catchment assessment was done by
LAWPRO. Monitoring for the implementation phase will be managed
oy the RESTORE Project.

Once the monitoring programme for the project is designed, we wil|
oe llaising with landowners about permissions and installing
equipment etc.
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DROP-INS: WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE CATCHMENT LIVIEIE | :4% | the European union

“Canyou tell us where ye did the sampling? | want to
Know whnat the water is like rignt now so | can do

something about It. °
LAWPRO sampled about 37 sites around the catchment.

Chemical results from these samples are available and we can talk you
through them after the meeting.

We would alm to make these results avallable on line Iin the near
future.
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CATCHMENT IN PICS LIIFE
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LAWPRO LOCAL CATCHMENT £ S WHAT GOES INTO THEM?

Waters of

LIVEE

Co-funded by
the European Union

Step 1 Desk Study — Published 2023

« Look at objectives for water gquality
o Assess monitoring data
o ASSEess pressures

« Findand interim ‘story’

Step 2: Catchment Assessment — Aug 22 to Sep

A SSIS May-June 2023 s
2 'l \ * PYE
Sy
—_ \_A
\ ».._.,.:..; _ ]

25

o Chemistry Assessment (91)

« Biology Samples (49)

Step 4 Monitoring - May 24 to Present
o« Chemistry Assessment (85)
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LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT: EPA STATUS 2016-2021 LIFE “ T

STATUS 2016-2021 EPA STATUS OBJECTIVE AND RISK

Ecological Status of ' Water Quality IS it at risk of not meeting

Wister Eioely Water Quality Objective its objective?

Rathcoola_10 @felele Protect Not at risk

Shournagh_10 Cood Protect Not at risk

.............................................................................................................................................................................................

Shournagh_20 High Protect Not at risk*

Shournagh_30 Moderate Restore to high At risk

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

Shournagh_40 Restore to high AT risk
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LAWPRO'S LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT FOUND THE FOLLOWING ISSUES
. Where? W nat” . H oW/

éRathcookij
éNutHemHserrWUogeneymjthSDhoﬂaus
Can cause too much algae and other

o Too much plants to grow in rivers.
§ nutrients |
Shourmaghz@@(ntmxyﬂwamd

?“wwwwmwwwwwwqphggphcwgug)éToorﬂanyFﬂarﬁsrotmmateeroxygermand
EShourmagh 20 | smother the river bed, making it hard for
5 o fish and other animals to survive.

éSh©urnagh_40é
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LAWPRO'S LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT FOUND THE FOLLOWING PRESSURES
What? How

é@athco©k1j© é |
: Agriculture refers to a broad range of

Tarming activities and land use.

.....................................................

5 Ckﬂt@ﬁW3@Uvnnescarwp@SGEahugherrmw<to
Shournagh_20 /xgmcuhure Hverquahty

éShourmagh_BO é éTheSeimchﬂjeimappnapﬂateferﬁhseruse,
e | drainage works, land clearance, and

g | livestock access to rivers.
Shournagh_40 | |
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LAWPRO LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT LIVIEIE | 4 | the European union

LAWPRO'S LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT FOUND THE FOLLOWING ISSUES

What? How ?

éFme sediment occurs in nature, but too much
of itinthe wrong place can suffocate a river.

o0 fAvEn It clogs up stony riverbeds and stops fish and

Rathcoola_10 éﬂme' other animals from feeding and reproducing.
; ;S@dWﬂ@ﬂt |

éFme sediment can also carry nutrients that
cause eutrophication.
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LAWPRO'S LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT FOUND THE FOLLOWING PRESSURES
Where? What? How

éShourmagh_BOé éUrbamrmnmﬁ?istherawwwaterthat
? ? flows off hard surfaces (such as
roads) into rivers from built up areas.

: | It can carry pollutants such as fine
5 ? sediment, motor oil, heavy metals
Shournagh_40 z X | - |

: I | and rubbish directly into a river.
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LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT: LAWPRO LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT LITIEE | ““: | the European Union

LAWPRO'S LOCAL CATCHMENT ASSESSMENT FOUND THE FOLLOWING PRESSURES

Where? What? How?

Jroan waste

water Poorly treated human waste in rivers

Shourmagh%@é
: | éaddsrwutﬂemtsarmjorgarncrwat&er

....................................................................................................................

They can cause a reduction in oxygen
? - Domestic water |evels, making it hard for fish or other
Shournagh_40 : (InCcluding septic gnimals to survive, i
f : tanks) 5






ACRI-ENVIRONMENT PROCRAMME OVERVIEW

“lements:

Semi-natural habitat scoring
Run-off Risk Assessment
Tramning
Non Productive Investments
Ceneral Actions
« Nutrient Management
« (Catch Crops
e Minimum Tillage

« Mob Grazing

Waters of

LIVEE

Co-funded by
the European Union
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RESULTS BASED PAYMENTS - SCORECARDS LUEE |2 |t yrior

Applies to within a 20m strip

Riverside Habitat on adjacent to river

1
'mproved Grasslana

« Only applieswhere there is No other
| semi-natural habitat,
________________________________________________________________________________ . Higher the score - higher the

E oayment
Niverside Habitat on | ¢ Payment only on scores of 4/10 or
Tillage nigher

10/10 score pays €2000/ha

-~
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RESULTS BASED PAYMENTS - SCORECARDS LUEE |2 |t yrior

B Sci-Natural Crassland

e Same as ACRES payment rates
................................................................................ * Riverside bonus applies river line on
catchments.ie

E® \/\/oodland and scrub
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WHERE NUTRIENTS ARE A SIGNIFICANT ISSUE AmsEe [ | Cotundeaty

Nutrient Management Plan
An NMP will:
« Develop farm specific fertiliser plan
« Develop farm specific soil fertility plan

o Ensure compliance with maximum amount of inorganic fertiliser

' Waters Of LIFE Role: ‘

Mandatory where nutrients are significant issue

Optional elsewhere

« Project scientists can access

Project will pay €400 for plan.

Max of 1.
R 4 ke
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WHERE NUTRIENTS ARE A SICNIFICANT ISSUE LIVFE |: 46° | the European Union

Nitrogen Surplus Calculation

Support framework for agri-sector
targets in Climate Action Plan

AgNav (Bord Bia, Teagasc & ICBF)

Optin - Subject to farmers permission

Relies on data:

5 « Entered in Bord Bia Sustainability Audit
o |[CBF —animal live weights and movement
o« CO-0ps-—milk solo

Waters Of LIFE Role:

Participants receive €250 per annum for preparing a nitrogen surplus assessment.
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WHERE NUTRIENTS ARE A SIGNIFICANT ISSUE LVEE | 4 | the European union

Precision Nutrient Management

Crassland management decision support
tool. Captures background data on farms.

Teagasc PastureBase Ireland

~or recording fertiliser applications at individual field level

PBI calculates a N surplus value at field scale data

Waters Of LIFE Role:

Payment adjusted relative to PBI scorecard (excluding guestions 2 to 4]
Maximum payment €490/annum.

Payment towards cost of grass measuring

Payment per cover €27 up to 50 ha and €0.50/ha for every hectare over that.
Equates to maximum payment for 50ha farm of €87/5.
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GENERAL ACTIONS: RUNOFF RISK ASSESSMENT LVFE

’& ) s N ;w’f‘:‘ \

e Bl O Hick Assessment

'i“fj*%?iw~' ’., 7 « Farmwalk with advisor and
| farmer.

S The farmer is paid for his
cooperation

AdVisor recommends

voluntary actions the farmer

i PRy R\ ; can do to improve water

b e quality on their farm.



RISK-BASED MANAGEMENT

SOURCE
Sediment

Well drained land (vertical
oathways)

RECEPTOR

Coastal waters

Source —

Waters of

LIVEE

Pathway — Receptor

Ty
v
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OPTIONAL NPI'S:

RIGHT MEASURE IN THE RIGHT PLACE

Waters of

LIVEE

Co-funded by
the European Union

"The Right
Measure In The
Right Place’
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N VS e

o . ", = vy
Jox - - .

MOB CRAZING KR B /(UM TILLAGE
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When does it run” Early 2025 to March 2028.
Do you need an active herd number? Yes,

How do | sign up? Fill out an Expression of Interest form. We'll be in touch.
NoO guarantee of entry.

Who will be assessing my farm? An agricultural advisor nominated by
the farmer and approved by Waters of LIFE.

s there advisory costs? No, all advisory cost are covered by the project.
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AGRI-ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME FAQ TIVEE | {4 | the uropean union

o. I'min another scheme (e.g. ACRES or Organics). Can | still apply?

Yes,

There are no double payments but we can payments based on results for
water guality.

e.g. iIf you have a plot scored as semi-natural habitat under ACRES, we can
still apply a bonus payment per metre whnere it bounds a catchments.ie river

ine.
/. Wil you be assessing forestry?

Yes, put Iin our Wicklow and Clare catchments, as defined as main pressure
there.
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AGRI-ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME FAQ TIVEE | {4 | the uropean union

8. How much money can | expect to get”

The total pot for practical works including the pilot agri-environmental
orogramime s about €9,000,0000 across all five catchments.

There is no set budget for each catchment. It is dependent on uptake. You
might only know what you might expect to receive after your land is scored.

9. Is there a minimum payment?

Farmers would be paid for the time in training. They would also receive
oayment for certain mandatory elements e.qg. run-off risk assessment.

After that, there is Nno Mminimum or maximum payment on scored land.
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10. Do | have to fence off 20m of my land along by the river?

No. Your land will be scored on those 20m.

After that, if it's agreed that fencing is the right measure, a farmer can fence
off as little or as much as they like and get paid per hectare.

E.g. iIf you fence off 10m, you'll be paid on that.

T you fence off 20m and there's already a mandatory requirement for 1.5m,
vou'll be paid on the difference.
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AGRI-ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME FAQ UIVEE | 45 | v Euopecs union

11. Do | have to take Uup the scheme?

Participation in the scheme is completely voluntary,

't is also fully private and confidential.

And the Waters of LIFE project have no enforcement role.
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