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Waters of

L1EE

Waters of LIFE Project
Module 2 - Habitats

Module overview: Waters of
L1 EE|
* Habitat assessments —
who, what, why? * Riverside Habitat on
Improved grassland/
* Peatland Tillage

* Semi-natural grassland « Not scored habitats

+ Scrub/woodland « Riverside bonus

* Grassland on Peat

Why assess the quality of habitats? i

Management of farmland has a direct influence on
quality of rivers.




Why assess the quality of habitats? ﬁf]ﬂé

IF!
Higher quality habitats = higher water quality

Why assess the quality of habitats?  watersor
L1 [FIE]

" Results based scheme -> Acknowledge the
positive work
Habitats in good condition are contributing
positively to local water quality.

e

q Identify areas that can be improved

Waters of

How do w i TiTEE]

habitats?

I0pking at:
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A: Ecological Integrity
i

Positive indicator species ’
; Positive dicator specles,

Changes in vegetation height

Negative indicator species

How do we assess the quality of Waters of
habitats? L [1]FE]

Hydrological integrity

Total Score B
(sum of BI to B3):
/40

B1 To what extent are there any surface artificial drainage features within the plot? Assess the WORST 30
Functional: Drains predominantly free flowing (though may be dry at the time of survey), largely unvegetated and

unblocked.
Tart lunctional: Drains present but flow is partially imj
bsent or

vegetatiol
No flow, highly and/or dammed.

B2 Towhat extent are there any subsurface drainage features within the plot?

Present and functional

“Absent or present but no;
functioning
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How do we assess the quality of
habitats?

Waters of

Additional Riverside habitat
questions

C: Threats & Pressures

Waters of
Results based approach e

Higher nature quality = Higher payment level

Each plot (field) is
scored out of 10

using a scorecard that
captures high and low
quality habitat which
reflect past and current
management.

Payment level

Quality score
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Peatland a Ei‘féﬁ

Peatland ﬁi‘]"é"ﬁ'
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Semi-natural
grassland

has PESSEE 1
Semi-natural
grassland
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Scru‘b,vvoodland’_'

| &
QGrassIand ON Peatl gl \nememmr fep=trm ot
el e ; ;

Grassland on Peat

Waters of

LIHIEIE]
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Riverside habitats on
improved grassland

Riversic
grassland

R -

i Riversi




Riverside habitats on tillage pater o

L1 [F[E]

Riverside bonus

Semi-natural grassland
Scrub / Woodland

Peatland

Riverside bonus

Waters of

LI1[E[E]

Management of
farmland has a direct
influence on quality
of rivers.

Waters of

LI1[E[E]

e G O O A O G

Payment €0

/ha

Riverside €0
bonus /

m

€120 €140 €160 €250 €280 €360 €400

€096 €112 €128 €192 €224 €288 €320

Page 11 Info
booklet
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Riverside bonus ﬁf]ﬁﬂé

sl N O Y G

Payment €0 €120 €140 €160 €250 €280 €360 €400
/ha

Riverside €0 €096 €112 €128 €192 €224 €288 €320
bonus/

m

Still available for ACRES
plots beside river!

Not scored

Waters of

LI1[E[E]

Key Takeaways

Waters of

L1 [FIE]
q Higher quality habitats = higher water quality

£ Habitats in good condition are contributing
Q positively to local water quality
» Results based scheme

q Identify areas that can be improved
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Payment exercise

Waters of

LI IEE]

Using pictures provided on each table & the

following description:

1. Give your plot a score using the scorecard

2. Calculate the payment this farmer will
receive (page 11 Information Booklet)

Payment exercise

1.Givetheplota __,
score using the
scorecard

2. Calculate the
payment (page 11
Info Booklet)

e

Plot Information:
Wet grassland. Mineral soil.
Adjacent to OSI River. Flow Normal.

* High number of positive indicator
species, found with every step
taken

* Low negative indicators

Consider:

« Different heights of plants
throughout?

« Damaging activities?
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« Drainage visible?
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