
Grassland Species 
Identification

Positive Indicators  * = wet grassland species

Heathers
(all species)

Birds foot trefoils
(common & greater)

*Large umbels
(e.g. Angelican, Valerian)

*Marsh pennywort

Orchids
(all species)

Knapweeds
(common & greater)

*Devils bit scabious

*Lesser spearwort

*Marsh thistle / 
meadow thistle

Ox-eye daisy
(a.k.a. dog daisy - not common daisy)

Lady’s mantle

Eyebrights
(all species)

*Louseworts
(common & greater)

*Meadowsweet

*Ragged robin

*Lady’s smock
(a.k.a. Cuckooflower)

*Forget-me-nots
(all species)

*Marsh cinquefoil 
& marsh marigold

*Mint
(all species)

*Sedges
(all species)
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Stitchworts
(field & marsh)

*Sphagnum or 
branched mosses

Vetches/vetchlings
(meadow, bitter, tufted)

Perennial rye grass

Ragwort

Small rushes
(woodrush, spike rush, heath rush)

Selfheal & bugle

Violet (all species);
harebell

Docks

Nettles

Small umbels
(pignut, yarrow & wild carrot)

Sheep sorrel

Yellow composites
(cat’s ears, hawkweeds, hawkbits 
& goat’s beard - not dandelion)

Thistles
(creeping & spear)

Tormentil
(common & English)

Small bedstraws
(all species)

*Yellow flag-iris

Yellow-rattle
(a.k.a. hay rattle)
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Negative Indicators

Positive Indicators  * = wet grassland species
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